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Convention. 

The church at Hillord bu not 
told ue yet haw it expects to en- 
tertain the Convention, It ie be- 
lieved by many that there it no 
building at the piece large 
enough to hold the audience, 
and many will be eniious to 
know what provision* will be 
made to supply the want. A 
former article placed the respon- 
sibility of assuming tbie work or 
suggesting a change of location, 
npon the church at Hillord. It 
should say what it ia able or will- 
ing to do and thna settle that 
point. 

The Dayton Convention ap- 
pointed several committees : one 
on Chnrch Charter, another on 
Publication*, another on Hymn 
Book, one on Education, one on 
Sunday School Work, and it also 
appointed two Evangelists, these 
should be prepared to report 
progress of work done at the 
coming Convention. 

Allusions to the defects in the 
work done by the Dayton Con- 
vention are justifiable, in order 
that the coming convention may 
avoid similar mistakes. 

One of these was the appoint- 
ment of committee* without 
making provision* for defraying 
their necessary expenses. There 
were no provision* made to meet 
the expenses of the Executive 
Committee, and the committee 
on Hymnal was left without re- 
sources to carry on the work, 
and the publication had to be 
carried on through private enter- 
prize. 

All this was the fault et the 
Dayton convention, and similar 
mistake* should be avoided this 
time. 

It. agftm* tn me that tr "* """- 


union and fellowship that should 
exist among God'* children. 

The work for the convention 
to do is to folly recognize the 
common ' brotherhood of man, 
•nd labor to extend the gospel of 
Christ to every nation and every 
creature). For this purpose an 
association of churches, or rather 
ol congregations, ia needed and 
a cooperation by the entire 
church. That this ia a principle 
object of the coming convention 
has already been stated under 
specification* a, and b, in the 
committee's call. 

While the gospel our only 
creed is a perfect plan of salva- 
tion, end nothing should be made 
a test of fellowship unwarranted 
by the Gospel, yet it must be 
admitted that there are matter* 
of expedience* that have been 
left to human judgment to 
devise and execute. The only 
instruction that the gospel give* 
in many things is that Christians, 
while maintaining the harmless ■ 
ness of doves, should act as "wise 
as serpents." 

The wisdom ot this world is 
manifested in the compactness 
and efficiency of the many or- 
ganisations existing to promote 
purely worldly interests, and 
this wisdom can be lately im- 
itated by the follower* of Christ 
to promote the best cause the 
world baa ever known. 

Let elders and ministers bring 
the matter before the congrega- 
tion*, let there be delegate* se- 
lected, and meana raised to depray 
his expense* with something 
extra to draw from to meet the 
expenses incident to the conven- 
tion itself, end bring with them 
such suggestion* for the welfare 
of the brotherhood, or church as 
may seem expedient and when 
the convention meets let every 
brother and sister who cannot 
meet at the place appointed hf 
earnestly engaged in prayer that 
the convention be entirely de- 
voted and consecrated to the 
work of promoting the blessed 
cause of the Heater. More in- 
struction than this is not needed, 
and it would be altogether im- 
practical to have the work of the 
convention disco saed through 
the Evanoilisi with a view to 
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Visions and Bevelatloru. 

There hi probably no more po- 
tent influence In prompting in- 
dividuals to sacrifice than a •elf- 
consciousness that they have been 
appointed by the Divine Power 
to perform some teak. Hen who 
are thee possessed often do great 
and grand work* ; yet there ere 
those who era so imbued who 
make failures. 

There is no room to consistent- 
ly deny that supernatural influ- 
ences do operate open some in- 
dividuals and actuate them to 
deeds that they otherwise would 
not perform. 

The complete plan of salvation 
was given to the world by Jesu* 
Christ and visions and revelations 
that are received contrary to it, 
come from the wrong source and 
are not to be honored or be- 
lieved ; but this doea not militate 
against the propriety of receiving 
and believing vision* and revela- 
tion* which admonish the re- 
ceiver to perform wprks in har- 
mony with the chief revelation, 
the Gospel of Christ. 

It is a question why it waa 
necessary that Christ should 
come into the work. By Christ 
i* meant the Divinity clothed 
with ita proper flesh. The Word 
might have appeared onto men 
and the revelation now known a* 
the Goepel lett with men, with- 
out being clothed with flesh, but 
it did not seem wise to the fath- 
er to thus commit it to men. 

No doubt the Word was cloth- 
ed with flesh, that it might be 
given in a manner differing from 
the common mode and be above 
the ordinary in visions and reve- 
lations. If the Goepel had been 
given in the same manner that 
other parts ot the Bible have been 
received, then it would not be 
invulnerable to the attacks of the 
sootier and unbeliever, 

Abraham received a revelation 
which guided him, bnt there was 
little connected with the manner 
in which it was received that 
would commend it to en incredu- 
lous and sinful world, had it con ■ 
taiaed the condition* and prom- 
ise ef endlese life. It was too 
ordinary. 

Mo Be b received a revelation 
that was attended with many 


performed numerous 

miracles ia different place*, so 
that there ia every possible evi- 
dence that he wee not a spuriona 
Christ. Had this message been 
received by revelation otherwise 
or by vision, then it would be of 
no higher authority then any 
other information received In a 
•imiler war, and there would be 
no evidence to vouch for its di- 
vine origin than the mere asser- 
tion ol the individual receiving it. 
In the Scriptures, the ordinary 
vision and revelation have been 
message* enjoining personal la- 
bor, inatead of screed or disci, 
pline for the religions guidance 
of other*. 



EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


HE HAS FALLEN I— Bro. R F. 

Mallott has become* victim to tempta- 
tion and fallen , and committed a greet 
sin in tbe sight of the toapel. He (ailed 
toglve God all the glory, and U> follow 
the apostle: "But I keep under my 
body, and bring It into suject Ion: lest 
that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be 
a casta war." 

We ha v* on band a correspondence 
from Bro. L. W. Ditch, from Dunlap, 
Ind., which will appear next week. 


having the delegate* instructed demonstrations, but in this case 


before hand how they should 
vote in convention. This plan 
would precede the idea of dis- 
cussing the question before the 
convention, for what would be 
the use of discussing the question 
before the convention it the 
delegates were instructed and 
could not change their vote i: 


venti on should not , wd wil* nM i -they wished to do so ? 
refuse to consider 


t ion upo n 

tRa man 


> proper qu e»- 

any technicality a* to 

rinar the quMtij^T -5** 


orig inated, whether by a district . 


The wor k of the convention 
musTSe" WTjiequ entlv ratified b y 
the~oo ngregatio n*, either jorm ■ 
aTlyo7otherwiw^~T>at it i* to 


co ngregation or an in dividua l. hSpeoT th at there wflTbe no 

'rTTAvmiia fiAnvantlrttt n aU levin * . kl_ _ _ *, W ._, 1. _.<•.« —JT" *-^ 


Nrr~former convention^ 
down any rule concerning this 
matter, and tho reJnMitPpower ip 
existe nce at prese n£tojp eke any 
authomative jul£_orjregolation 
about tins or any other subjec t 
pertainin g to" the work jrfjho 
convention^ 

An association of all the 
churches would be useful ; but 
the articles of association must 
not partake of the nature of a 
written creed, or it will likely 
fail of acceptance by the conven- 
tion. 

The brotherhood as it already 
exists, cemented together by the 
bonds of Christian love, should 
have no other object in view 
than the strenghtening of that 
love, and perpetuating the social 


trnnhla on that score 

' The congregations are all will- 
ing and even anxious to engage 
in any good work, and are only 
awaiting an opportunity to give 
their support to a united effort 
for good 


there are things which are based 
wholly upon his own word, and 
his previous and subsequent life 
waa such that it would not com- 
mend his word as that of a God 
incarnate. 

St. Peter had e vision that 
taught him an important truth, 
and a correct idea of manhood 
accords with the lesson that was 
taught him thereby. This event, 
however, rent* upon his own 
statement, aa to its truthfulness, 
and hie conduct afterward showed 
that he waa convinced that God 
is not a respecter of persons. 
St. Paul waa stricken down by 
an intense light, which others 
saw, and he heard a voice which 
the person with him did not hear. 
But this, though it wrought a 
wonderful change in him, would 


It Is Interesting to view the differ- 
encee between brother Holslnger's and 
brother Bear's Idea of the work of a 
convention. The former, If we under- 
stand It, Ignores, In a measure the work 
oftbeDavtoa Convention, and proposes 
to commence something new, while the 
latter embraces In Its entirety toe 
Dayton Convention, and proposes to 
take up the work where that conven- 
tion stopped. Bro. Toder's editorial 
also accords with this Idea. He ha*, 
called attention to the tact that com- 
mittees were appointed at the Dayton 
Convention for certain purposes. • 

Bro. 3. H. Palmer'* address I* now 
Sidney, Ind., Instead of Pioneer, Ohio. 

Bro. J. H. Bwlbart sends in an 
Interesting Item ot news this week. 

The secretary of the German Baptist 
annual meeting announces that there 
will be an opportunity given for "gaSf 
tronomlc refreshment*" on the Buck- 
ingham Bent*, at Galasburg. 

The German Baptists eipect the 
largest orowd at their annual meeting 
this year that ever before met on a 
similar occasion. Cheap fare, and a 
desire to see tbe great West Is the 
chief attractions depended upon to se- 
cure the great crowd. 

The Goepel Messenger has Issued an 
Extra, devoted to an Illustration of 
Forest Park, and the attractions of 
the German Baptist Annual Meeting 
this year. 

At the German Baptist District 
meeting for North Illinois, a request 
to appoint trustees to receive donations 
to endow Mount Morris College was 
referred back to tbe congregation 
which sent It. Tbe same meeting also 
decided that It was wrong for mem- 
ber! to act as officers of Farmer's Clubs. 


It> 

cUaatei 

•go be*n exploded, aod how stub- 
bornly they will fight 

tine fact* that i 
pie hue 
venjt And of 
some claim to 
A gaasnlliii ef such peep is weala 
land oa awav back In the Dark Age* 
and barbarism. Not very long ago we 
beard of one who claim* to be a 
In a certain denomlaation that 
ready to prove that the *un did 
around the earth. And now there la a 
magazine in England, called The Earth, 
published to support John H amp den 's 
crank notion. In spite of all convinc- 
ing argument to tbe contrary, that tbe 
world Ie a plan*. What next? 

The English Journals can be very 
caustic In their criticism* sometimes. 
We clip the following from tbe "Liter- 
ary notices'' of an English, religious 
aj*naje*jia Many of oar reevdei* are 
well acquainted with tbe Ptdptt Treas- 
ury, and may be Interested, to know 
what our cousin* across tbe Atlantic 
have to say about It. "The Pulftt 
Trxasckt {tttw For*.- X. B. Treat) 
is to band. If this magazine repre- 
sents the American pulpit of tbe pres- 
ent dav. then the American pulpit has 
sunk to tbe very lowest stage of the 
deepest bathos. The leading thoughts 
ot sermons would be ridiculous If they 
were not too contemptible to ridicule. 
To put *uoh thing* before educated 
and experienced preacher* la an Insult. 
There la a paper of almost mediocrity, 
however, en "The Ideal Sermon," 
which might be tolerated if It ware 
more refined. The thought* are good, 
the language vulgar. It la by an En- 
glish preacher." 


be a poor basis for e system ef 
Which congregation will be L^.^ 

God baa, doe*, and will send 
visions and revelations to men 


first to aunounce that its delegate 
or delegates have been appointed 
to the convention fully equipped 
for his important mission T 

In the meantime let sugges- 
tions concerning tbe work of the 
convention continue through 
the Evanoilibt. It is the 
medium through which we can 
talk concerning this important 
subject. 

C Li. I . 


for the purpose of accomplishing 
through them a special work, but 
he nevsr has given a node ot 
morals or a system of religions 
doctrine in this way. 

J ecus Christ, who wee sent to 
the earth for the purpose of giv- 
ing men the plan of redemption 
and the message of life, waa 
clothed with flesh and came as e 


Bro. A. D. Gnagey expects to com- 
mence a protracted meeting on the 
28th, In hi* charge In Myersdal*, Pa. 

Sister Snader, ot Gernuntown, Pa., 
sent us a quantity of literature on the 
conversion of the Jews. She will 
please accept our thanks. 

Bro. Ira Blotter Is at home at the 
present time visiting bie parents. 

Bro. T, J. Fahrney, of Downs vllle, 
Md., write* from Polo, Kansas, that 
be expects to (tar for tbe Annual 
meeting there. 

The New York, Pun. and Ohio B. 
B., have placed on sale round trip tick- 
ets to Magnetic Springs and return 
good (89) sixty days for return passage 
at the very low rate of $8.70 from Ash- 
land, O. 

The route is to Richmond station 
from where s delightful stage ride of 
(4) miles bring* tbe passenger to the 
Springs. Stares meet all trains at 
Blchmond. The above rate Includes 
tbe stage fare between Richmond and 
the Springs. 

We would again remind our patron* 
that postage stamps In denominations 
above one and two cents are not legal 
tender at this office. Do not forget 
brethren, that we can not conveniently 
use stamps of 6 and 10 cent* In value. 


Hillord, led. 

It may be of interest to your 
readers to hear from the churches 
for which I labor. I, however, 
have nothing of special import- 
ance to communicate at this time, 
lam at present preaching for ' 
the' Brethren at Milford, Nappe- 
nee and Flore. These churche* 
ail are in a good healthy growing 
state. We have occasional ad- 
ditions, and there exists a cor- 
dial feeling between pastor and 
people. I am happy to be able 
to state that the brethren for 
whom I labor are alive, active 
and zealous, and they are always 
found in their proper places in 
the regular services of the church 
on the Lord's day, as well aa in 
the Sabbath School and prayer- 
meeting. 

It is a real pleasure to minister 
to such congregations. Nappanee 
numbers about SO members, and 
as tar aa I am acquainted with 
them, I feel that they are of the 
right type. Flora consists of 
about 40 members. They ate 
mostly poor in this world's goods, 
but rich in faith. This little 
church ia doing nobly with . ita 
limited resources. They have a 
good meeting- house almost com- 
pleted, in which they now hold 
their service*. 

The Milford congregation con- 
sists ot about 190 members, a 
very good meetinghouse, and is 
the leading church of the plase. 
A large percent ot the member- 
ship are young brethren and sis- 
ters, end in the enjoyment of 
their "first love." It makes our 
heart burn within u* to meet all, 
young and old, in the boose of 
God and witness how they relish 
the service*. 

We have a number of candi- 
dates to baptise at each of the 
above named places, which were 
left over from last winter. The 
weather now is fine and no need 
tor further delay, hence we ex - 
pect at our next appointment to 
baptize all who are reedy, and 
we hope all will be ready. So 
far as we know the convention 
will be at Mil lord. We hope the 
Lord will bleu the occasion to 
the good of the Brethren church 
everywhere. 

J. A. RiDiBOun. 






